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PROCLAMATION
Whereas, we acknowledge the notice of freedom given to the slaves of the State 
of Texas on June 19, 1865; and 

Whereas, we give honor and respect on this day to the suffering of our 
ancestors and we acknowledge the evils of slavery and its aftermath; and 

Whereas, on this celebration, we think about the moment in 1888 when 300 
Black men from Virginia, North Carolina, and Kentucky were determined to 
escape the terrorism of the post-Civil War South as they boarded trains for the 
Washington territory and settled in King County mining camps; and 

Whereas, the story and outspokenness of James Shepperson, an educated 
Black man who settled in Roslyn, WA in 1888, inspired many other blacks to flee 
the south at great risk and pursue new opportunities in Washington state as 
miners; and 

Whereas, we acknowledge African American freedom, contributions, and 
achievements within this community, past and present; and 

Whereas, during this Juneteenth event, we appreciate the African American 
experience and celebrate the inclusion of all races, ethnicities, and nationalities; 
and 

Whereas, we commit to working together toward equity for all in expanding 
economic, educational, and career opportunities for all those in our 
community;

Now, therefore, I, Denis Law, Mayor of the City of Renton, do hereby proclaim 
June 19, 2019, to be

JUNETEENTH 2019 

in the City of Renton, and I encourage all citizens to join me in this celebration.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the  
City of Renton to be affixed this 17th day of June, 2019.

         

Denis Law, Mayor 
City of Renton, Washington



2nd Annual Juneteenth Celebration
Empowered by our History

SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2019, 12:00 – 7:00PM
 

12:00–3:00pm  
Welcome Opening Remarks 
 Rev. Dr. Linda M. Smith, Co-Chairperson, RAAP 
 Chief Ed VanValey, Co-Chairperson, Renton Police Dept.

Purpose The Reverend James Barnett

Invocation
Song “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
 Chris Robinson

Workshops Video: Civil War and Reconstruction 
 A Conversation with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

 Panel discussion on the video with  
 Dr. Maxine Mimms and Dr. Marcia Tate Arunga, PhD 
 and facilitator Reverend James Barnett

 Renton African-American Virtual Tour 
 Benita R. Horn and John Houston

4:00 –7:00pm  
Celebration Renton’s Got Talent 
 CryOut! & Community 

Closing    

In partnership with the City of Renton, we thank each of you for your participation. 
We especially thank the city staff for going above and beyond the call of duty that 
this dream might be realized. Special thanks to: Harambee Church, SKY Urban 
Empowerment and Transformation Center, and the Reverends Ken Curl and 
James Barnett .

Workshops
Video:  Civil War and Reconstruction, A Conversation with  
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Reconstruction is one of the most misunderstood chapters in American 
history. Come watch Civil War and Reconstruction, a film interview with 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. in which he discusses the topic of Reconstruction. 
Reconstruction is the period right after the end of slavery and the Civil War. 
Brother Gates will discuss the true history of the Reconstruction period from 
the early days of freedom to the systematic disassembly of many of the gains 
afforded former slaves during the Reconstruction period.

Panel Discussion on the video, Civil War and Reconstruction
Dr. Maxine Mimms and Dr. Marcia Tate Arunga, PhD
This panel discussion, facilitated by Reverend James Barnett, dives into 
the purpose and issues of Reconstruction: myth vs. truth, progression vs. 
regression, and surviving vs. thriving; and discusses how we can apply lessons 
from the history of Reconstruction today.

Virtual Tour of Renton African-American Historical Sites 
Benita R. Horn and John Houston
Join us in a virtual tour narrated by long-time Renton residents John Houston 
and Benita R. Horn. African Americans began migrating to Renton to escape 
the segregated South in the early 1900’s and seek a better future for their 
families. Their industry helped build Renton and enables us to highlight 
landmarks that honor their contributions up to the present.

Teen & Youth Talent Show
Renton’s Got Talent
As part of the Juneteenth Celebration 2019, we are hosting an exciting 
talent show featuring the best young talent Renton and the surrounding 
communities have to offer. You will be entertained by 15 to 20 of the most 
exciting acts around. The event will be emceed by the talented Christopher 
Robinson, Director of CryOut! Renton. The entertainers will be vying for a 
$100 1st prize, $50 2nd prize, and $25 3rd prize. And guess what — you, the 
audience, will do the judging. This event will begin promptly at 4:00 p.m. and 
end at 7:00 p.m. A free-will offering will be taken up to help defray the costs.

Art on Display
African and African-American art will be on display courtesy of local residents. 


